
 

 

September 01, 2011 
  
Governor Nikki Haley 
Office of the Governor 
1205 Pendleton Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
Fax: 803-734-5167 
  

Opposition to Radioactive Spent Fuel Storage and Reprocessing in South Carolina 
 

Dear Governor Haley, 
  
I am writing to you to express concern about the possibility of the nation’s high radioactive commercial 
spent nuclear fuel being brought to South Carolina for “interim” storage.  I am totally opposed to any 
plan which would essentially make our state a high-level nuclear waste dump at the hands of the federal 
government. 
  
On July 29, the Blue Ribbon Commission (BRC) issued its draft report on how to manage spent nuclear 
fuel and Department of Energy high-level waste and included a recommendation is support of 
“consolidate interim storage” of commercial spent fuel.   Such a recommendation would affirm the  
BRC’s Transportation and Storage Subcommittee’s draft report of May 31, which said that ”the  United 
States should proceed expeditiously to establish one or more consolidated interim storage facilities” for 
spent fuel. 
  
An “interim” storage facility would present a host of environmental and public health risks that we feel 
South Carolina should not bear.  We have already done our share of handling the nation’s nuclear waste, 
both at the Barnwell site and the Savannah River Site, and becoming the new Yucca Mountain is 
unacceptable.  On-site dry cask storage at reactor sites, along with science-based pursuit of a geologic 
repository, is the best option before us in the mid-term and long-term.   
  
One of the greatest risks posed by an “interim” facility is that it will be used by proponents of 
reprocessing to push for the siting of a reprocessing facility at the Savannah River Site.  Reprocessing is a 
dirty and dangerous chemical process that requires import of spent fuel and leaves behind a host of 
nuclear waste streams, including various kinds of low-level waste, aerial discharge of radioactive gases, 
high-level waste, contaminated uranium, and plutonium.  Given the numerous waste streams that will 
be left behind, reprocessing is in no sense “recycling,” a green-washing term being used by those hoping 
to profit from the government’s funding of reprocessing. 
 
As a fiscal conservative, you cannot in good faith support continued taxpayer dollars being used to prop 
up the reprocessing industry. Taxpayer dollars should not be used to store or reprocess spent nuclear 
fuel at SRS.  Reprocessing around the world has proven to be unprofitable and extremely expensive, and 
is propped up by the tax payer and socialized where it is done, especially in France, is inconsistent with 
fiscal conservatism. 
  
I urge you to protect South Carolina from plans by the federal government to make us the nation’s spent 
fuel storage or reprocessing site and will support you towards that end. 
  
Sincerely, 


