
FACT SHEET on Higher Education Costs.  

Prepared by Scott West, Green Party 2012 candidate for SC Senate 20. SLWEST@gmail.com. http://scgreenparty.org 

State funding for higher education in SC has declined to 18% of the operating budget, down from nearly 80% two decades ago.  The 

difference has been accounted for by increasing tuition and private funding of the university.  Much of the increase in tuition has 

come in the last twelve years.  

USC-Columbia Tuition Rates and Fees: http://www.sc.edu/bursar/fees.shtml 

Source for graphs: Tuition History at University of South Carolina: http://www.sc.edu/

caseforcarolina/enrollment.php 

-> The number of in-state undergraduate students increased 25,500 to 28,000 2006-

2010 (enrollment was increased to add revenue). 

-> The number of in-state graduate students fell from 5,000 to 4,000 over the same peri-

od.  

->The number of in-state doctoral-professional students fell from 1,275 to 1,125 over 

the same period.  

-> We are seeing the number of professional students fall as people who are committed 

to staying in state find they cannot afford the cost of tuition.  This is occurring at the 

same time as professional development to match the changing economy is more critical 

than ever. 

The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education prepared a report in 2007 on the 

effect of increasing tuition to that time, but based largely on 2001-2002 data.   We need 

an updated report.  

Retaining Graduates of South Carolina Public Colleges and Universities. South Carolina Commission on Higher Education. Novem-

ber 2007. http://www.che.sc.gov/Finance/CHEMIS/CHE_SpecialReport_110207.pdf 

State funding for SC universities fell by 18% in FY 2009 and would have fallen by 10% without the American Recovery and Reinvest-

ment Act of 2009, which resulted in a 4% increase.  Source: State Funding for Higher Education in FY 2009 and FY 2010. NCSL Fiscal 

Affairs Program. National Conference of State Legislatures. http://www.ncsl.org/documents/fiscal/HigherEdFundingFINAL.pdf 
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News:  

Private Slices, Public Pie: As USC Seeks More Private Funding, Corporate Donations Rise. BY CRAIG BRANDHORST, Free Times 

http://www.free-times.com/index.php?cat=1992912064025693&ShowArticle_ID=11012911111530629 

->Carolina Promise fundraising initiative 

plans to raise $1 Billion for USC. "Over 

half of the 110,991 donors who commit-

ted gifts to the university during the 

campaign’s “quiet phase” (July 1, 2007, 

through Oct. 31, 2011) were USC alumni 

(58,411). Add in parents, students, fac-

ulty and staff, and constituents with a 

direct connection to USC constituted 

roughly 68 percent of all donors over 

the same period." 

"...corporations represent ... 4,920 dif-

ferent companies contributing." 

"At roughly $163.7 million, alumni do-

nations shrink to around 30 percent of 

the pie while the corporate slice ex-

pands considerably — to roughly $215.2 

million, or around 40 percent." 

USC to hike tuition by 3.15%: Increase is smallest in 10 years. By ANDREW SHAIN - ashain@thestate.com 

http://www.thestate.com/2012/06/16/2318265/usc-to-hike-tuition-by-315.html 

->" Students will pay $320 more for a total of $10,488 when mandatory fees for technology and student activities are includ-

ed." (in 2013) 

Steady cost increases and stressed services are problems across the board in Higher Education 

Universities Feel the Heat Amid Cuts. Wall Street Journal, June 12, 2012. http://online.wsj.com/article/

SB10001424052702303734204577466470850370002.html  

Private Sector Role Is at Heart of Campaigns’ Split on College Costs. By ADESHINA EMMANUEL. New York Times. Published: 

September 7, 2012.  http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/08/us/politics/2-campaigns-diverge-on-confronting-rising-cost-of-

college.html 

Groups:    

Coalition Against Corporate Higher Education: https://www.facebook.com/groups/120748384703302/ 

National Education Association: http://neatoday.org/2012/05/11/u-s-competitiveness-undermined-by-cuts-in-higher-

education/  

United States Student Association: http://www.usstudents.org/  
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